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Nation, the Traditional Custodians of the land and

waters of Darling Harbour Sydney
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CULTURAL
WARNING

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people should be
aware that this presentation
contains images, voices,
and names of deceased

persons



Ngaandi nhgaya

Who am I\
Gayrr Ngaya

AMY TOWNSEND

PROUD GAMILAROI YINA

CULTURE & HISTORY CONSULTANT
WALGETT ABORIGINAL MEDICAL SERVICE




WALGETT
ABORIGINAL
MEDICAL
SERVICE

Established in 1986
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' Born from COMMUNITY activism and thF I

vision that Aboriginal People should RS
have control over their own Health and =S -~
Wellbeing
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To Walgett
To Our Country

Gulbiyaay (Welcome)
To the lands of the
Gamilaroi people
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In the 1960s approximately 1000
Aboriginal people resided in Walgetfrom
the Gamilaraay and the Yuwaalaraay and
the nearbyWeilwan nations

Before the 1967 referendum, the lives of
Aboriginal people (predominantly the
Gamilaraay and Yuwaalaraay people) in
Walgett, New South Wales, were tightly
controlled through a combination of state
legislation, institutional segregation, and
systemic social exclusion

Aboriginal people were not served
alcohol in local pubs, segregated to
Aboriginalonly seats in the local cinema,
and were not served in shops that were
owned and operated by white business
people
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HOW THE
PROJECT

BEGAN




o= o

RESEARCH TEAM \
l

AJohannaPerheentupa
AChristine Corby AM
AANndy Mether

ALyn Rummery

ADr Laurie Crawford
AMary Purse

AAmy Townsend




REMEMBERING THE
FREEDOM RIDES OF 1965

A community -led project that looks into
the history of the Freedom Rides of 1965
that took place across New South Wales

The Walgett Freedom Ride project was
Initiated by Mary Purse a proud Gamilaroi
Woman and daughter of the late Harry
Hall a Yuwaalaraay Man who was a
staunch Aboriginal leader of the
community




AIM OF THE PROJECT

The aim of this project is to record
and makel_\p_u olic the history of the
Freedom Ride to Walgett in 1965
from the local Aboriginal perspective
(Purse 2022)

The project also identifies significant
events and the local Aboriginal people
who had a key role in the Protests
against segregation in Walgett on 15
February 196

Desmond Hall & Mary Purse



~ PROTESTS WALGETT
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Al't hurts you white peopl
see the whites from Sydney up here and
do that to you, doesnot |

hurting to see other whites fighting for
t he B I-RatWaHordo

O Blagk woRgn
could enter the
shop unless they

pad morey tgbigy
something but they.

were not allowed

to try on the frocks #

before purchasing
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PROTESTS REVISITED IN AUGUST 1965
The LUXURY THEATRE (CINEMA)

Walgett again — the Cinema
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DEVELOPING THE PARK




ARTWORK

FREEDOM RIDE MEMORIAL
PARK

THE ARTIST
FRANK WRIGHT

Gamilaraay/Eualaraaynation

Raised on the Namoi Reserve in Walgett,
Frank Wright draws deep inspiration from the
traditional campfire stories passed down by

his parents and grandparents. His
contemporary Indigenous artwork intricately

captures the river systems of the Namoi =5
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EQUALITY/YALUUYALUU GANU
embodies the shared humanity
and fairness that the Freedom
Ride called for, expressing in
Gamilaraay the enduring hope for

acommunity where everyone
stands on equal ground.

Scan the QR code to listen
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Locky Dennis and family
performing smoking ceremony
and traditional dance.

Historian and Lecturer of Indigenous studies
(UNSW) Johanna Perheentupa and Nick
Seeman, Managing Director of Constructive
Dialogue Architects also contributed to the
day’s events by each providing an overview
of their involvement in the project, as part of
the WAMS freedom Ride Team.

uum

Local Gamilaraay artist, Frank
Wright, provided an overview and
the story behind his artwork which
are depicted on the four panels
surrounding the vault.

REMEMBERING THE FREEDOM
RIDES: HONOURING
WALGETT'S HISTORY
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SPEAKER - MICHAEL ANDERSON

® © 00 OO0 000 0 00 0 00 0000
Renowned for advocating Aboriginal rights and founding the Aboriginal
Tent Embassy at Parliament House in 1972.

COMMUNITY
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SPEAKERS I ] i |l & | '8 Phillip Hall, Lorna Raymond, Doreen
®0e0cec 0000 i = | ) o Peters, Laurence Crawford

respectively.
Following the cultural presentations,

attendees were treated to insightful
speeches delivered by the three
original freedom riders, whose words
echoed the spirit of resilience and
unity.
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Original Freedom Riders - Beth Hansen, Alec Mills, Chris Page respectively. 2N : A s p WAMS Freedom Ride Team
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