
The Journey of the Freedom Ride Memorial Park, Walgett

From Recognition to Legacy
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CULTURAL 
WARNING

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people should be 

aware that this presentation 
contains images, voices, 
and names of deceased 

persons



Ngaandi ngaya 

Who am I
Gayrr Ngaya  

AMY TOWNSEND
PROUD GAMILAROI YINARR

CULTURE & HISTORY CONSULTANT
WALGETT ABORIGINAL MEDICAL SERVICE



WALGETT 
ABORIGINAL 

MEDICAL 
SERVICE

Established in 1986

Celebrating 40 YEARS
Born from COMMUNITY activism and the 

vision that Aboriginal People should 
have control over their own Health and 

Wellbeing



Gulbiyaay  (Welcome)
To Walgett

To Our Country
To the lands of the 
Gamilaroi people



In the 1960s approximately 1000 
Aboriginal people resided in Walgett from 
the Gamilaraay and the Yuwaalaraay and 
the nearby Weilwan nations

Before the 1967 referendum, the lives of 
Aboriginal people (predominantly the 
Gamilaraay and Yuwaalaraay people) in 
Walgett, New South Wales, were tightly 
controlled through a combination of state 
legislation, institutional segregation, and 
systemic social exclusion

Aboriginal people were not served 
alcohol in local pubs, segregated to 
Aboriginal-only seats in the local cinema, 
and were not served in shops that were 
owned and operated by white business 
people



HOW THE 
PROJECT 
BEGAN

Remembering
 The Freedom Rides

 to Walgett
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REMEMBERING THE 
FREEDOM RIDES OF 1965

A community -led project that looks into 
the history of the Freedom Rides of 1965 
that took place across New South Wales

The  Walgett Freedom Ride project was 
initiated by Mary Purse a proud Gamilaroi 

Woman and daughter of the late Harry 
Hall a Yuwaalaraay Man who was a 

staunch Aboriginal leader of the 
community



The aim of this project is to record 
and make public the history of the 
Freedom Ride to Walgett in 1965 
from the local Aboriginal perspective 
(Purse 2022)

The project also identifies significant 
events and the local Aboriginal people 
who had a key role in the protests 
against segregation in Walgett on 15 
February 1965

Christine Corby AM & Mary Purse

Desmond Hall & Mary Purse

AIM OF THE PROJECT



PROTESTS WALGETT 
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ñIt hurts you white people in Walgett to 

see the whites from Sydney up here and 

do that to you, doesnôt it. Trouble is it is 

hurting to see other whites fighting for 

the Blacks.ò - Pat Walford-

 

NO Black women 
could enter the 
shop unless they 
had money to buy 
something but they 
were not allowed 
to try on the frocks 
before purchasing 



PROTESTS REVISITED IN AUGUST 1965
The LUXURY THEATRE (CINEMA)



DEVELOPING THE  PARK



ARTWORK 
FREEDOM RIDE MEMORIAL 
PARK

THE ARTIST
 FRANK WRIGHT
Gamilaraay/Eualaraay nation

Raised on the Namoi Reserve in Walgett, 
Frank Wright draws deep inspiration from the 
traditional campfire stories passed down by 

his parents and grandparents. His 
contemporary Indigenous artwork intricately 
captures the river systems of the Namoi and 
Barwon, alongside local wildlife and totems.



Establishing a Native Garden 





THE  LAUNCH








